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Farmers hold
demo against

eviction

Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: Farmers

belonging to different vil-
' lages of Peshawar held a
= protest demonstration in

front of the Peshawar Press

Club against eviction from
* their land being acquired
* for construction of the
" Northern Bypass.

The demonstration was
jointly arranged by Kissan
Action Committee,

* Haryana Bala, and Pakistan
““Kissan Mazdoor Tehreek

* +'wherein farmers belonging

““to Garhi Bajaz, Choli Bala,
Choli Payan, Mathra, Garhi
Wali Mohammad and other

' affected localities partici-
pated.

' The protesters told medi-

“apersons that the farmers’
families possessed the land

' for the last 80 years which

. was their only source of live-

ihood. The farmers claimed

hat the government was
taking possession of the
land for construction of

° Northern Bypass without

% paying its price to the own-
ers.

“The government is not

" only snatching our liveli-

* hood, but also depriving us

. of our homes which we have

“built with our meagre
‘resources,” they said.

" The Northern Bypass pro-
ject has affected many vil-
lages, they said and claimed
that the farmers in these

areas had been threatened
to leave the land or they
would be forcefully evicted.
They alleged that the com-
pensation of agriculture
land and houses had been
given to an influential per-
son.

“We have approached
various government offices
and officials to seek help,
but to no avail,” they said
and added that the land
property was common
(shamilat) which had been
converted into cultivatable
land by their forefathers.

They alleged that MNA
Noor Alam Khan was sup-
porting the influential land-
owner while rest of the
farmers had been ignored.
“False FIRs have been
Jodged against some farm-
ers to pressurise them,”
they said.

The Kissan  Action
Committee, Haryana Bala,
and  Pakistan  Kissan
Mazdoor - Tehreek have
demanded of the govern-
ment to release all the
arrested farmers and with-
draw the FIRs.

They urged the govern-
ment to provide alternative
land for housing and pay-
ment of the construction
cost in lieu of the houses
being demolished for the
project. The farmers were
holding banners and plac-
ards inscribed with slogans
against what they called
their forced eviction.

. FARMERS of Haryana ‘area hold a demonstration on Sher
" Shah Suri Road, Peshawar, on Wednesday. — White Star
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